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although  I  dare say this tendency has now been   bred
out of it.
The Indian Reef*Egret.
Lepterodi^l$ asha.—blanford, Faun. Brit   Ind
Birds,  Vol.  IV,  p.  390.
vernacular name—Kala bogla,   Hind.
This bird, when it is of the proper colour, is slate-
coloured with a white throat; it has a crest of two long
narrow feathers.
Young birds are coloured like old ones, but have no crest
and no long plumes on back and breast. A young bird,
however, is often white or pied ; and a white one at all
events may grow up grey, the change having actually
been observed in birds kept in confinement by Mr. Gum-
ming in the Persian Gulf. At the same time full-grown
white birds with proper plumes are undoubtedly found ;
and blue old birds with a few white feathers in the wings
have also been seen.
The explanation is, I think, very simple. The species
is subject to temporary as well as permanent albinism,
such as is known to occur in other birds. For it is not at all
an uncommon thing for a young bird to fledge off white,
and then disappoint the man who buys it as a rarity by
moulting out into its proper colour. This is well exempli-
fied in the case of two common Mynahs at one time in the
Alipore Zoological Gardens. These birds were obtained
from Mr. Rutledge ; I cannot say if they were young when
he got them, but they were certainly white. Now, of
these birds, the hen entirely got back to the proper
colour, and the cock, after partly doing so, apparently
decided to dispense with feathers, as much as possible,
and for a time went about in a state closely approaching
that of the mermaid in the Breitmann ballads. Normally,,
the bill of this Reef Heron is dark yellow and its legs green,.

